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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Prior to the present communication, claims 1-33 were pending in the subject 
application. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, 21, 23, 24 and 26-33 have been amended 
herein, claims 3, 14, and 25 have been cancelled, and claims 34-36 have been added. All claims 
currently pending and under consideration in the referenced application are shown below. This 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for conditioning clinically related billing 
items, comprising: 

an input interface configured to receive a preliminary billing item 
associated with a clinical event; and 

a conditioning engine, the conditioning engine communicating with the 
input interface to receive the «niq«®--- preiirninary billing item and g<eH€fate----a 
ve - ri - fieation - of - the - eK i stence o f analyzing, as a condition precedent to transmitting 
the bjjjing i o i ,\ * pasi} fh \> in! i! i.i! n s. np u 

against at least one mandatory documentation or affirming data elements against 
mandatory billing gukie-l-ines- guideline to determine compliance therewith, a s~a 
cendition - ef - tmHsmte if the 

imin } ylj ng \ n > det rj ],ec io,coiT)u!: d.U.L.? ! - ! ^ ^ s*AJ 
billing gu ideline, the n-i ij i ^<v = i<\t- s s coaii^uied to tian^rmt the preliminary 
billing item to the paying party . 
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2. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 1, wherein the at least- 
one m andatory billing ge-ide-hnen comp ri ? > • ivi at least one of a regulatory 
guideline and an administrative guidelines guideline . 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 4-34, wherein the 
complianc e v e rification p e rform e d by th e conditioning engine eempmes- verifies the existence of 
the at least one of mandatory documentation and affirming data elements by checking 
evidentiary support for the at least one of mandatory documentation eg -and affirming data 
elements against a compliance template. 

5. (Original) A system according to claim 4, wherein the evidentiary support 
comprises at least clinical documentation, the clinical documentation comprising at least one of a 
patient chart, physicians orders, diagnostic codes, a history and physical record, a medication 
administration record, a set of progress notes, a treatment plan and a radiology report. 

6. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 1, wherein the 
conditioning engine communicates the preliminary billing item or data related to the preliminary 
billing item to a holds queue when the p i < ! no comph wish 
the at least one mandatory billing guideline verification against the mandatory billing - guide l ines 
hi-ne t initially s atisfi e d . 

7. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 6, wherein the 
preliminary billing item or the data related to the preliminary billing item is further reviewed for 
satisfaction of the at least one mandatory billing guidelines guideline while in the holds queue. 
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8. (Original) A system according to claim 7, wherein the further review 
comprises an automated search for additional clinical documentation. 

9. (Original) A system according to claim 7, wherein the further review 
comprises an at least partly manual search for additional clinical documentation. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 1, wherein the at least, 
one mandatory billing g-B-ide4in&s--af-e guideSine is stored in a compliance database. 

11. (Original) A system according to claim 10, wherein the compliance 
database is updateable. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for conditioning clinically related billing 
items, comprising: 

receiving a preliminary billing item associated with a clinical event; sad 

analyzing a _ _geBefafag a verification of the existence of mandatory 
documentation or affirming data elements against mandatory billing guidelines as 
a condition ef- precedent to transmitting the preliminary billing item to a paying 
party, the preliminary billing item by comparison against at least one mandatory 
b!M:M< ! n I s. 1 i . , , i. 1,-iew aii, <n 

if it is determined that the preliminary billin g item complies with the at 
least one mandatory billing guideline, transmitting the preliminary billing item to 
the paying party . 
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13. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein the at 

least one mandatory billing guid e lines compri se guideline comprises a regulatory 

guMe l i - r te s guideline . 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim +335, where i n -- the -- step 
e ffurther comprising verifying the existence of the at least one of mandatory documentation and 
affirming data elements by generating a verification comprises checking evidentiary support for 
the at ieast one of mandatory documentation er -md affirming data elements against a compliance 
template. 

16. (Original) A method according to claim 15, wherein the evidentiary 
support comprises at least clinical documentation, the clinical documentation comprising at least 
one of a patient chart, physicians order, diagnostic codes, a history and physical record, a 
mediation administration record, a set of progress notes, a treatment plan and a radiology report. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, further comprising 
a step of co - m - mu - n - ieat - ien - communicating the preliminary billing item or data related to the 
preliminary billing item to a holds queue when the compliance verifica tion against the 
mamtoer - ¥ -- bi - U i Rg -- ga i- de - l - m^ ljj re ; i n linary j n } 3 irjj item is determined not to 
comply with the at least one mandatory billing guideline . 



2372774v2 



Page 6 of 23 



Application No. 10/750,322 PATENT 
Filed: January 2, 2004 

Response to non-Final Office Action of February 12, 2007 
Response submitted July 12, 2007 

18. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 17, further comprising 
a step of further reviewing the preliminary b illing item or the data related to the preliminary 
billing item for satisfaction of the at least one mandatory billing guidelines guideline while in the 
holds queue. 

19. (Original) A method according to claim 18, wherein the step of further 
reviewing comprises performing an automated search for additional clinical documentation. 

20. (Original) A method according to claim 18, wherein the step of further 
reviewing comprises performing an at least partly manual search for additional clinical 
documentation. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein the at 
least one mandatory billing guidelines are guideline is stored in a compliance database. 

22. (Original) A method according to clam 21, wherein the compliance 
database is updateable. 

23. (Currently Amended) -\ ();;•• or nu .re ^ >;m;;:;vr u'.ui.ihk' modi;! 
having computer-executable instructions embodied thereon that, when executed, perform a 
method for conditioning a clinically related billing item, the €liftk,all¥-4-ekte44411ffig4teffl-beffig 
generated - aeeei - d i ng - to-a - method comprising: 

receiving a preliminary billing item associated with a clinical event; and 
generating analyzing, a verification of the existen<;e ---- of ---- mandatoi : y 
dec+wv • aga in s t man d atory billin g g uid e li n cs-as 

a condition e£- precedent to transmitting the billing item to a paying party, the 
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preliminary billing item by compa rison against at least oiu snanJaiot \ bjijj . g 
guideline to determine compliance therewith; and 

if it is determined that the preliminary billing item complies with the at 
last one mand atory billing guideline, transmitting the preli minary billing item to 
the pa\ irtg party. 

24. (Currently Amended) A clinically related billing ite m The one or more 
comput e r-readable stor age media according to claim 23. wherein the at least one mandatory 
billing guide-fae^c-emprise giiideiine comprises a regulatory g-ui-de-Mne-s guideline . 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A clinically related billing item The one or more 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 33-36, wherein the step o ffurther comprising 
verifying the existence of the at least one of mandatory documentation and affirming data 
elements by ger t erat i ng - a - verif i eat i en - e - om - pi - ises - checking evidentiary support for the at least one 
of mandatory documentation e^and affirming data elements against a compliance template. 

27. (Currently Amended) ■ A -- € - l i Hi - € - a l ly --- re - la t ed --- bi - l l i - ng --- i - te m The one or more 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 26, wherein the evidentiary support 
comprises at least clinical documentation, the clinical documentation comprising at least one of a 
patient chart, physicians order, diagnostic codes, a history and physical record, a medication 
administration record, a set of progress notes, a treatment plan and a radiology report. 
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28. (Currently Amended) A-el - i - nk - aij_v ■■ u-l dfr d lii ti-H^-ri-e-ml lb i_>n_t {}}sjk 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 23, wherein the method further comprises a 
step of communicat ion communicating the preliminary billing item or data related to the 
preliminary billing item to a holds queue when the compliance verification aga inst the 
Hiafi€lat6F - y -- b il l - mg -- gu - idekiH' -T s not initially sati mm, bjjj I mined not to 
comply with the at least one mandatory billing guideline, 

29. (Currently Amended) A-^lmiea l l - y-re - k t ed-bilti - ng- i tef;V;[he one or more 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 28, wherein the method further comprises a 
step of further reviewing the preliminary billing item or the data related to the preliminary billing 
item for satisfaction of the at least one mandatory billing guidelines guideline while in the holds 
queue. 

30. (Currently Amended) A clinically related billing iKm^ljie,,one or im-iv 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 29, wherein the step of further reviewing 
comprises performing an automated search for additional clinical documentation. 

31. (Currently Amended) A clinically related billing item The one or more 
computer -readable storage media according to claim 29, wherein the step of further reviewing 
comprises performing an at least partly manual search for additional clinical documentation. 

32. (Currently Amended) A--<;lmk;^llv--i^tete4--Mlfee---ite mThe one or more 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 23, wherein the at least one mandatory 
billing guidelines are guideline is stored in a compliance database. 



2372774v2 



Page 9 of 23 



Application No. 10/750,322 PATENT 
Filed: January 2, 2004 

Response to non-Final Office Action of February 12, 2007 
Response submitted July 12, 2007 

33. (Currently Amended) -\ • ■. lent j : 1v : t - , a ;f - a Ivl - )' - ^ < ,\ m < 
computer-readable storage media according to claim 32, wherein the compliance database is 
updateable. 

34. (New) A system according to claim 1, wherein the at least one mandatory 
billing guideline includes at least one of mandatory documentation and affirming data elements. 

35. (New) A method according to claim 12, wherein the at least one 
mandatory billing guideline includes at least one of mandatory documentation and affirming data 
elements. 

36. (New) The one or more computer-readable storage media according to 
claim 23, wherein the at least one mandatory billing guideline includes at least one of mandatory 
documentation and affirming data elements. 
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